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Dr. M. J. Viju, Assistant Professor & Research Guide, Research & PG Department of English,
St.Thomas College (Autonomous), Thrissur - 1

The Degrees of Comparison in English

In grammar, the degrees of comparison relate to adjectives and adverbs. Every
adjective and adverb can be written in one of three degrees:
® The Positive Degree. This offers no comparison. It just tells us about the
existence of a quality. For example:
@ adjectives: slow, beautiful, happy
@ adverbs: slowly, beautifully, happily
The Comparative Degree. This compares two things to show which has
the lesser or greater degree of the quality. For example:
@ adjectives: slower, more beautiful, happier
@ adverbs: more slowly, more beautifully, more happily
The Superlative Degree. This compares more than two things to show
which has the least or greatest degree of the quality.For example:
@ adjectives: slowest, most beautiful, happiest
® adverbs: most slowly, most beautifully, most happily
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